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For forty-five of the fifty years that the United States has been active in space, | have been
an active and involved observer, and | have taken a careful look at the first five of those
years. From my 1970 book The Decision to Go to the Moon to the last twenty years as
Director of George Washington University’s Space Policy Institute, | have been writing,
speaking, and teaching about the U.S. space program. In this talk | will provide my
assessment of what has been positive, and what has not (unfortunately, more in this
category) in the U.S. approach to space. Now President George W. Bush has committed the
United States to a “sustained and affordable human and robotic program to explore the
solar system and beyond.” Is this an appropriate direction for the United States in space?

Can it be sustained as a new president enters the White House in January 20097 Does the
record of the last fifty years inspire confidence in a productive future?
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